Chores at Home Help Children in School

Children need to be responsible at home, at school and in life.  One way to help is to expect your child to help around the house by  feeding the cat, taking out the trash, helping wash the car, vacuuming, making her bed, cleaning her room, folding the clothes, setting the table, doing the dishes, and anything else that would be for the common good of the family.


Even though children may complain about chores, it helps them feel important to the family.  Actually, it helps them be a source of help to the family.  In today’s society, children need some help to find an important place within the family.  You can do it.

My child has such long stories to tell.  Do I really need to listen to all of that?  Answer:  Yes

The stories your child tells you are very important.  He is learning to use words appropriately, tell things in order, describe things in detail, and express emotions as he tells them.  These are very important skills he needs to master and your interest in them shows him that he is on the right track.


That doesn’t mean you have to drop everything to listen.  You may need to have him tell you later if you are in the middle of something.  But don’t forget to come back to the story that was so important for him to share with you.

Talk About Taking Tests

Encourage your child to think about tests well in advance, rather than waiting until the night before.   There are some things she can do to help her do better when she takes tests. 


Helping her plan ahead.  Give her a calendar and have her list the big tests that are coming up.  In this way, she can begin studying about a week before the test, and then merely review the night before.


Talk about following directions.  Students who read what is expected before they begin to write make fewer mistakes.  It isn’t enough to know the material, you need to do exactly what the directions tell you to do.


Talk  with her about answering the easy questions first.  This will ensure she gets full credit for what she knows well.  


Rechecking when she has time will help her pick up some errors.  Encourage her to check her answers rather than hand it in before she is sure.


When she gets the test back, see what she missed.  Some children think that once the test is over, it is over.  Encourage her to learn from her mistakes so they won’t happen a second time.

It’s not very good

It is very tempting to get angry when your child comes home with a report card that you feel is not very good.  However, this is a great time to make something good out of a bad situation.  First, find something positive to say about the card or some way he is improving.  Then find out what he is learning and what is hard.  What is fun?  Does he know why he did poorly? 


Together talk about ways to improve things.  What about a change in when he does his homework?   Is there something you can do to help him?  What about a decrease in TV?  Try different approaches and check with his teacher to see if things are improving.  Let him see that his efforts can make a difference and he will learn a very valuable lesson.

Be Reading Creative
   To help your child learn to read and to enjoy it, incorporate reading into your family life.  Be expansive.  Don’t limit reading to books.  Read newspapers and magazine stories with him.  Even comics are fine.  Read letters and e-mail from your friends aloud to him.  Read the instructions on how to put together toys and how to play games.  Read recipes, labels on clothes, and signs when you are on a trip.  All of these things help your child see the value in reading.  What you do at home makes a difference in how he does at school.
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An Important Conversation

Have you talked about illegal drugs with your child? Don’t wait. Parents who wait find that many times they are too late talking about important subjects like this one.


You don’t need to be an expert on the subject to let your child know that you think using drugs is a bad  idea. Just letting her know that you don’t approve goes a long way toward keeping her off them. By talking about this subject, you are telling your child you are open to lots of discussions.
www.talkingwithkids.org  

Sample Articles – Parenting Matters (Elementary)


