First lady stops in Peninsula
Mona Locke is key speaker at park fundraiser

By Gary L. Jones, Peninsula Daily News February 16-17, 2001

Mona Lee Locke says she really enjoys her role as Washington’s “first mom.”


The state’s first lady made that perfectly clear Thursday while she shared some personal observations and advice on the subject.


Locke was guest speaker at the Parenting Matters Foundation luncheon, which was highlighted by a $20,000 donation the non-profit organization from the Albert Haller Foundation before a crowd of 170.


“We’re extremely pleased,” said Cynthia Martin, Parenting Matters Foundation president. “This tops off a wonderful day.”


The contribution was presented to Martin by Sequim School District Superintendent Mike Joyner, who also serves on the Albert Haller Foundation Board of Directors.


Proceeds from the $30 per plate luncheon also benefit the Parenting Matters Foundation, which will use some of the money to help develop a playground and park for special needs students and senior citizens on the campus of the Sequim Community School.


The remainder of the revenue from the nearly sold-out luncheon at SunLand Golf and Country Club will be devoted to continuing efforts by the foundation to improve parent education and information on early childhood learning.


“Parenting Matters is a great role model for the rest of the state,” said Locke, former co-chairwoman of Gov. Gary Locke’s Commission on Early Learning and current co-chairwoman on the Washington State Early Learning Foundation’s Board of Directors.


The governor and first lady are the parents of two children – Emily Nicole Locke, 3, and Dylan James Locke, 2.


Stressing “two-thirds of brain growth occurs during the first three years of life,” she urged parents to recognize the importance of a “verbally rich environment” for their children.

